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Nazi-”Euthanasia“-Crime 1939 - 1945

Between 1939 und 1945some lOOOOOto 200000 peoplef「om

Germany, Poiand and the Soviet Union fell victim to the Nazi一

”euthanasia`一-C「ime" These people we「e psychica=y町mentaily

deranged, iuffering from tubercuIosis or we「e so ca=ed "jud主

SChe Misc帥ngskinder`` Oewish haIf-breed chiId「en), educated in

remand homes・ They aIl had in common that they didn't match

the nationaIsocialist image of the ”SOund and st「ong Arya=“ Who

Should succeed in the ”St「Uggie for existence``.

After the "Machtube「nahme`` (Seizure of powe「) in 1 933, the Na-

tionaIsocia=sts co=Verted the pubiic health service according to

their racia=deas of ”Rassenhygiene“ (「aciai hygiene): SO Called

”E「bgesunde`` (the genetica=y sound) were p「omoted, WhiIe the

diseased' disabled and ”Gemeinschaftsf「emde`` (the平cially

aIien) suffe「ed neglect and discrimination. People living ln aSy一

iums, mentai and 「emand homes were considered an economic

burden an officiaI diction labeied them as ”infe「io「``, ”ballast

beings``, and ”=ves not worth廟ng“. According tothe ”Gesetz zur

Ve「hutung erbkranken Nachwuchses“ (law fo「 prevention of ge-

netically帥offspring), VaIid from 1934, SOme 400000 allegedly

geneticaily用humans - handicapped, menta=y deranged and

PSyChica=y diseased, backward schooIch=dren, inmates of re-

mand homes, ”aSOCiaI`` persons, CriminaIs and addicted aIcoho一

=cs - Were fo「cibiy ste帥zed.

With the beginning ofWorld Wa川a domestic campa-gn Of exter-

mination was also started: The systematic seizu「e and murder of

the inmates of asyIums, nurSlng-homes and menta=nstitutions

Within the scope of the so calIed ”euthanasia“-CamPalgn. The

State Of martia=aw was used to keep secret these k冊ngs plan一

ned since 1935. Founded by the Fuehrer’s o冊ce and the

”Reichsministerium des innern`` (Department of the lnte「ior), an

Organisation based in Be両n (Tiergartenstr. 4) planned and

Organized these k冊ngs which were termed ”euthanasia’`. Na-

med after thei「 location ”丁4`‘, these headquarte「s =sted alI alie-

gedly ”unfit for wo「k`` and ”incurabIy diseased`` inmates of institu-

tions and organized the hoIocaust in six specially established

gas-Chambe「 Sites in the Ge「man Empire:

Gas-Chamber institutions 1940/41

Grafeneck/Wu皿embe「g.

Brandenburg upon Havel

Be「nburg upon SaaIe

Hadamar nea「 Limburg

Hartheim nea「 Linz

Sonnenstein near Pi「na

Victims

9839

9772

8601

1 0072

1 8269

1 3720

False information and forged death certificates were sent to the

fam帥es. On request they received the a=eged ashes of thei「 de-

CeaSed next of kin. UntiI the end of the gas k冊ngs in August

1941' mOre tha= 70000 peopIe had died in the gas-Chambe「s,

SC「eened as shower-rOOmS. In 1 942 the gas extermination inst主

tutions we「e reconverted to asyIums or we「e used to k帖nmates

Of concentration camps. The bulk ofthe ”T4`` staff moved to con-

Centration camps in Poland where they were invoIved in the ”eX-

termination of the European Jews``. 1n Germany ,,T4“ contro=ed

”euthanasia`’一murders expanded aii overthe ”Reich“. In many m-

Stitutions patients were k川ed by physicians and nurses with

OVerdoses of medication or died of starvation. Due to intesified

air raids inmates had to vacate their beds for military pu「poses

and were moved to ”euthanasia“-institutions Iike Hadamar, Eich-

be「g and KaImenhoflldstein to be kiIled there. Additional victims

Ofthis second phase of ”euthanasia“ were peoplefound in a sta-

te of confusion a什er air raids, forced labourers suffering from tu-

berculosis and ”haIf-jewish`` inmates of remand homes.

Not even iIi or retarded chiidren couid escape this hoIocaust. 1n

SPeCial ”Kinderfachabteilungen“ (infant wards) between the

years 1939 - 1945, 5000 babies and l圃e chiIdren were first

”kept unde「 Observation’’and ”eXamined`` fo「 ”SCientific`十easons

and subsequentIy poISOned.

Jewish inmates of institutions fe= victim to earlier exte「mination

CamPalgnS・ Begardless of their mental or physicai state, they

Were a= murdered in gas-Chambers。 The hoIocaust didn’t end

unt= a旧ed troops marched in. Many patients died iater on dueto

Physicai exhaustion and mainut「ition.

Literature (in Ge「man)

Ve「legt nach Hadamar. Die Geschichte einer NS-,,Euthanasie``-Anstait

(Katalog zur AussteIlung), herausgegeben vom Landeswohlfahrtsve「-

band Hessen, KasseI 1991,

Euthanasie’. in Hadamarl Die nationalsozialistische Vernichtungspolitik

in hessischen Anstalten (KataIog zur Wanderausstellung「)), herausge-

geben vom LandeswohIfahrtsverband Hessen, Kasse1 1 991.

Psychiatrie im NationalsoziaIismus. Auswirkungen der NS-Psychiat「ie

auf hessische Einrichtungen (Tagungsband), herausgegeben vom Lan-

deswohlfahrtsverband Hessen, Kasse= 989.

Mensch achte den Menschen“. Fruhe Texte uber die Euthanasiever-

brechen der Nationalsozialisten, Gedenkstatten fur die Opfer, heraus-

gegeben vom Landeswohlfahrtsve「band Hessen (3. AufIage), KasseI

1989.

Psychiatrie im Faschismus. Die Anstait Hadamar 1 933 - 1 945, heraus-

gegeben von Dorothee Boer und Dieter Henkel, Bonn 1986.

Ernst KIee, ”Euthanasie`` im NS-Staat, Frankfurt am Main 1983.

1〉　Informationen zur Wallde「ausste=ung sind e「h割tIich Ober den LandeswohIfahrtsve「一

band Hessen, Pefe「at ”Archiv, Gedenkst靴ten, Histo「ische SammIungen●’S治ndepIatz 6- 10,

34117 Kassel.
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Landeshe正und PfIegeanstaIt Hadama「

丁he K冊ng of Patients

in the Landeshe=anstait Hadamar 1941 - 1945

in November of 1 940, the Hadamar institution was leased to the

Euthanasia-Zentrale“ in Berlin by the president of the province

Hessen-Nassau and vacated. As the lastofsixgas extermination

institutions it became part of the dark history of Nazi-PSyChiatry.

Between January and August of 1941 more than lOOOO chiI-

dren, WOmen and men were k用ed with monoxide gas in a gas-

Chamber screened as shower facility. Their bodies were bumed

in incinerators. To disguISe the murde「s the so called ”depart-

ment fo「 Iette「s of condolence“ sent out death certificates not na-

ming the 「eai cause of death issued by a ”Special Pegistry Offi-

Ce Hadamar-M6nchberg``. The victims were transported to their

death from asylums in the provinces and states of Hessen-Nas-

Sau, Hessen, Hannove「, BhineprovinceずWestphalia, Baden and

Wu皿emberg.

After the ending of ”euthanasia当n Augus= 941 , ”丁4“-Craftsmen

rebu冊he pIantinthe summerof 1942. Nothing wasto beIe什as

evidence of its criminal function. But when the former proprietor

took over again, the k冊ng in Hadamar 「esumed by order from

”T4`《-headquarters in Berlin. Of the 481 7 patients received from

Withinthebo「dersofthe”Reich`` upto 1 945, 4422diedofunnatu-

ral causes, Du「ing the day the institute’s physician seiected aii

the weak, i= o「 「ebe帖ous patients to be putto death. At night nur-

SeS and guardians carried out the order of death. Among them

Were Staffmembers aIready invoived in the gas exterminations of

1941.

丁he ,,g「ey busses“ in which victims were carried to Hadamar in 1941,

Starting in 1 943 ”haif-jewish“ inmates of remand homes, iabou-

rers suffering from tubercuIosis together with their chiidren and

PSyChica=y diseased soldiers or members ofthe SS were added

to the Hadamar victims,

The bodies of the mu「de「ed we「e buried in mass graves at the

asyium graveyard estabiished in 1 942. The graveyard was tur-

ned into a memoriaI site in 1964.

in todays Psychiatric HospitaI Hadamar a memo「iaI for the vic-

tims of the Nazi一”euthanasia``一Crime has been estab=shed sin-

Ce 1983.

The Hadamar Memoriai

1953forthefirsttirrle intheformerma而buiiding (nowhouse 5) a

re=efwas dedicated to the memo「yofthe victims ofthe Naz工,eu-

thanasia``一C「imes.

1964 the institution’s graveyard with mass graves of the dead

f「om 1942 - 1945 was converted into a memoriaI site with me-

moriaI monument and symbolic gravestones,

1 983 the first historic documentation of the ”euthanasia``一Crimes

WaS developed and made accessibIe to the pubiic in the base-

ment.

Todaythe Hadamar MemoriaI consists ofthe graveyard, the pre-

SerVed authentic ce=ar and the new exhibition concernlng the

Nazi一”euthanasia“-Crimes. For visiting groups a seminar room,

Cinema auditorium, iibrary and a memorial room are available・



Hadama「 Memo「雪a音
memo「iaI to the victims of the Nazi-”euthanasia“-Crimes

Guided Tours/ Visitor Service

Guided tours are gIVen by priOr arrangement and on request

even on weekends. Tours take two tothree hours and incIude an

int「oduction to the topic (With film or slide presentation), Visits to

the exhibition, the authentic ce=a「 rooms, remains of the gas-

Chambe「, dissection table, Sites ofthe incine「ators, and a cIosing

discussion. The faciiities of the Memorial can be used to hoid

WOrkshops and sem而ars,

Opening hours

巾esdays to Thursdays 9a.m.- 4p.m。

every first sunday in a mOnth = a.m.一4p.m.
●

Information

For arrangements for guided tours, requeSt for information,

Piease write to二

Gedenkst負tte Hadamar

M6nchberg 8　65589 Hadamar lel. 06433/917-O
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